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February 2020  

 

Dear Lyons Mill Families, 
 
We Need Your Voice! 
Our school uses Stakeholder Survey data to make improvements for our 
students. We can’t do it without you!  
 

The survey is available January 27 through March 1. It takes less than 
five minutes, is anonymous, and is available in 16 languages for students, 
parents, and community members.  
 

The survey can be taken from anywhere using a phone, tablet, or 
computer, but students, parents, and staff will be given opportunities to 
take the survey at school. Please use this link: 
https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020 
 

If you are a BCPS parent and employee, or if you have children in more 
than one school, you are encouraged to take the survey more than once 
to reflect these experiences. 
 

Report cards will be distributed on Thursday, February 6, 2020.  Please 
talk to your child about his/her academic performance. 
Be a part of the first College Day for Baltimore County Public Schools 
this Thursday, February 6th! All community members, students, parents, 
businesses, and staff are invited to wear appropriate attire celebrating a 
college, university, fraternity, or sorority. 
 

Thank you for supporting our evening events throughout the school year. 
Our first Family Game Night on Friday, January 31, 2020 was a great 
success because of your participation. Thank you to our LMES PTA for 
spearheading this community building event filled with collaborative games 
and activities. A shout out to HotSpots Extended Care Program for 
donating the pizzas and sponsoring an activity corner for our students. A 
special thank you to Mr. Penn for serving as our Family Game Night 
Master of Ceremonies. 
 
Important Dates:  
No School on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
School is open on Monday, February 17, 2020 
 

Mrs. Maralee Clark, Principal 

Upcoming Events 
• 2/4 – No School 
• 2/6 – Report Card 
           Distribution 
• 2/17 – School is Open          

 
Take the 2020 

Stakeholders Survey – 
Click here! 

 
Maralee Clark 

Principal 
Samantha Maile 

Stacey Enty  
Assistant Principals 

 

9435 Lyons Mill Road,  
Owings Mills, MD 21117 

443-809-1719 main office 
443-809-1720 fax 

443-809-6758 nurse 
lyonsmilles.bcps.org 

 
Follow us on Twitter @LyonsMill        
Like us on Facebook: Lyons Mill 

 

https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020
https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020
https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020
https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020
https://survey.k12insight.com/r/SS2020
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Counselor’s Corner  
School Hours 

• School hours 8:30 a.m.- 
3:30p.m. Students may enter 
the building at 8:30 a.m. 

• Arrival 8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 
• There is no supervision for 

any child dropped off before 
8:30 a.m.  Unsupervised 
students are not permitted 
on school grounds prior to 
8:30 a.m.  Students must 
arrive in their classrooms 
before the 8:45 a.m. bell. 

• Homeroom begins at 8:45 a.m. 
• Dismissal 3:20 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Office Hours 
• Office hours 8:15 a.m.- 4:15 p.m. 
• If your child arrives to school 

late or leaves school early for 
any reason, please report to 
the main office to meet 
him/her and not to the 
classroom.  Parents are 
required to sign students 
in/out in the main office. 

• If your child forgets 
materials necessary for the 
school day, these should be 
dropped off in the office.  
Please make sure items are 
clearly marked with your 
child’s name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soaring into our 204th classroom lesson delivered to 
students this month, the School Counselors will be focusing 
their discussion on the concept of differences.  
Throughout the month, we will be engaged in activities that 
encourage respect, appreciation, and celebration of all the 
things that make us unique. Our interactive lessons are 
designed to spark curiosity, awareness, and a sense of 
pride for our distinct qualities as well as those of others. 
Understanding people and their backgrounds, and being open 
to that learning experience, is crucial to personal and 
community growth. Accepting people, and ourselves, for 
who we are is an important step in building meaningful 
relationships.  
 

Take some time this month to explore the word diversity 
with your student. Help your student create a list of the 
unique qualities they possess. What makes them different 
from others? Additionally, strengthen your student’s 
appreciation of others by asking them to pinpoint some of 
the unique qualities about others that they feel are 
intriguing. If you need any follow-up discussion activities to 
help guide the home-school connection related to this topic, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to Mr. Menikheim or 
Ms. Arrington for suggestions.  
 

If you ever need to speak with a counselor, please call us 
at (443)-809-1719 and specify which counselor you need to 
speak with. We are split up by grades: 
Mr. Menikheim has grades First, Third, and Fifth  
Ms. Arrington has grades Kindergarten, Second, and Fourth 
  
Career Day – March 27, 2020 
We are looking to construct an engaging, diversified, and 
educational program to spark a forward-thinking mindset. 
We ask that professionals push into the classrooms of our 
intermediate students, delivering a 10 - 15-minute 
presentation highlighting their career and 
personality traits. To make this a successful event, 
we need to secure interest from a range of 
presenters. If you are interested in presenting 
about your career, please contact Brandon 
Menikheim at 443-809-1719 or 
bmenikheim@bcps.org for additional information. 
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Music 
Thank you for coming out to support the music department at the 
Winter Concert. We are so proud of all the students who participated 
in the concert on January 14th. They did a fantastic job. 
 
In vocal music this month, we will be focusing on music from Middle 
Eastern countries, like Israel and Yemen. Kindergarten students will 
differentiate between fast and slow, practicing keeping a steady beat 
at a variety of tempos. First grade is labelling slow as largo and fast 
as allegro. They will keep a steady beat in a variety of tempos and 
identify strong and weak beats. Continuing from last month, they will 
compare lullabies, and marches, but this time, in relation to tempo. 
Rhythmically, they will label silence in music as a rest and melodically and 
they will label the pitch above sol as la.  
Second grade will continue to increase their knowledge of the 
pentatonic scale, naming the last scale tone as re. They will sight read 
and practice songs written in the pentatonic scale. Just like 
kindergarten and first grade, second grade will continue to name 
different points in the gradient of tempos. Finally, they will identify the 
four families of the orchestra in orchestral music and music from the 
middle east.  
Third grade will identify expressive qualities of music, like tempo and 
dynamics and work on performing with more expression. They will also 
identify low la and how it functions in the major scale, and also la based 
minor, which is frequently heard in music from countries in the middle 
east. In addition, they will apply these concepts to the recorder as 
they begin playing songs on the recorder in earnest.  
Fourth grade will focus on identifying fa, one of the last two scale 
tones they have yet to identify in the major scale. They will also begin 
to learn music that you will hear in the Fourth Grade Chorus Concert 
on June 2nd.  
Lastly, fifth grade is practicing with the C Major Scale, which they 
started before the concert. They will begin to identify the scale tones 
that make up the I, IV, and V chords, so that they can accompany 
their singing with instruments, like the ukulele, as well. If you would like 
more information about each individual class, Mrs. Alleman and Mrs. 
Safford can be contacted via email at esafford@bcps.org and 
dalleman@bcps.org, or by following @SaffordMusic and 
@DebbieAlleman2 on Twitter. 
 
In instrumental music, fourth grade is continuing to learn about the 
brass family, with a focus on the trumpet and good embouchure 
technique. They are working in small groups learning the basics of how 
the instrument functions and is played. Other students work on small 
projects in their station rotations. Mr. Poissant is working on technique 
and musicality with the fifth grade instrumental students.  The Jazz 
Band is looking for some enthusiastic fifth grade band students.  We 
meet on Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  Contact Mr. Poissant, 
mpoissant@bcps.org for more information. All Instrumental Music 
groups will perform again in the concert on June 2, 2020.  
 

 
 

 

Volunteer Information: 
If you are interested in 
chaperoning field trips, 
helping out at Sports 
Day, volunteering in the 
lunchroom or assisting 
teachers in the 
classroom please 
complete both 
mentioned  
items below at your 
earliest convenience. All 
training is completed 
electronically. If you do 
not have access to the 
internet, arrangements 
can be made to utilize a 
computer at Lyons Mill 
in order to complete the 
training. Please contact 
the school to make 
arrangements, if needed.  
 
The volunteer application 
and training module can 
be accessed at 
http://www.bcps.org/co
mmunity/volunteer_info/
. Once you complete 
your application and the 
SafeSchools Training, 
send your application 
and your certificate to 
bmenikheim@bcps.org. 
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Are you moving? 
• If you have moved, please 

make sure you notify us 
immediately. 

• If you do not notify us within 
15 days of moving then you 
are considered to be 
fraudulently enrolled.  

• It is important for the 
school to have the most 
up-to-date information 
concerning your children in 
the event of an emergency. 
Even if you switch 
apartments in the same 
development, you must re-
register. Any changes to 
email addresses or phone 
numbers need to be 
reported to the main 
office.  Please contact our 
Lyons Mill main office at 
443-809-1719 with any 
questions. 

 
Replacement of student  

ID badges 
• During the school day, as long 

as it is safe, student 
identification (ID) badges 
need to be worn visibly by 
lanyard or clip.  All students 
MUST HAVE ID badges.  

• If a student identification 
badge is lost or stolen, there 
is a replacement fee. Fees 
for replacement badges are 
$5.00 per badge.  

• Please submit $5.00 in cash in 
a sealed envelope clearly 
labeled with your child’s name 
addressed to Ms. Stacey 
Enty, Assistant Principal. The 
new badge will be printed and 
given to your child’s teacher.   

  Nurse’s Corner 

How to Decide Whether Your Child Should Stay Home from School 
Every Baltimore County Public School has a full time school nurse who can   
evaluate children who develop signs of illness during the school day. 
However,  in the best interest of the child and to minimize the spread of 
germs, it is important for parents to know when it is safe to send a child 
to school and when it’s best to keep a child home. 
 
A child may safely be sent to school if he/she: 
•Has vague or generalized complaints of illness without any specific 
symptoms like fever, vomiting, or diarrhea. 
•Has a chronic health problem and you and his/her doctor have a plan for 
meeting health needs at school. 
•Has mild cough or cold symptoms without fever or difficulty breathing. 
•Has been fever-free for 24 hours WITHOUT medication. It’s very 
important to wait at least 6 hours after the last dose of Tylenol or 
ibuprofen before checking the temperature. It is also important to wait 
most of a day to be sure the fever is gone; many times a child’s 
temperature goes down in the morning but rises again in the afternoon. 
•Has a stomachache but does not have a fever, vomiting or diarrhea. It is 
often challenging in the rush of the morning to know if a stomachache is 
going to develop into something more serious. In general, it is okay to send 
your child to school with a stomachache unless the child is unable to eat 
and this is something out-of-the-ordinary for your child. (Some children, 
particularly adolescents, are often reluctant to eat in the morning.) 
 
Your child should be kept home from school if he/she: 
•Has a fever of more than 100 degrees. It is important to have a 
thermometer to measure a fever just touching a child’s head only tells you 
how warm the head is. Most grocery and drug stores sell thermometers 
for $5 or less. 
•Has vomited two or more times. A single episode of vomiting can be 
caused by a variety of non-illness related issues. However, vomiting more 
than two times is a sign of a contagious condition. 
•Has diarrhea. It can be difficult to know when diarrhea is more than a 
loose bowel movement. Parents should watch for two or more episodes of 
watery stools, particularly if the child also has nausea, a fever, or other 
signs of illness. A child with blood or mucus in the stool should be taken to 
the doctor for further evaluation. 
•Has severe pain. Many times a doctor will clear a child to return to school 
after an ear infection, dental procedure, or other intervention. However, 
most children who need prescription-strength pain medication to control 
pain will not be able to learn and should stay home until the condition is 
controlled with over-the-counter pain medications like Tylenol and Advil. 
 
Interns 
LMES welcomes 5 student interns from Towson University for the spring semester: 

• Jenna Bacon is working with Mrs. Williamson then move to Mrs. Hudspeth 
• Erin Brockmeyer is working with Mrs. Carringer then move to Mrs. Diener 
• Emily Cushing is working with Mrs. Diener then move to Ms. Ward 
• Gabrielle Nelson is working with Mrs. Hudspeth then move to Ms. Lentz 
• Kate Standish is working with Ms. Lentz then move to another school 
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Spanish 

 

Señora Chupnick    
ichupnick@bcps.org 
Twitter:  @SraChupnick 

Queridos estudiantes,  familias y amigos del cuarto grado (4th grade) y del quinto grado (5th grade),  
¡HOLA!  Es el invierno                          y hace frío        .     

We had a great start to the New Year in Spanish class!  I hope that you’ve been enjoying seeing your 

child’s progress in Spanish from all the graded papers that have come home each week and also 

checking on Schoology for their grades.  If you have not seen any graded papers, please let me know 

and ask your child.  As a reminder, these grades are to help you and your child gauge their progress in 

Spanish class. 

 

 

 

In 4th grade, we know how to 
ask & talk about: 
* all the skills from Unit 1. 

* describing ourselves (internal & external). 

* identifying and introducing our family 

members by name. 

* describing our family members (physical & 

personality traits…same ones as self) 
(Please keep in mind that some classes are ahead of 

others and my not have had all these lessons yet.) 

In 5th grade, we know how to: 
* do all skills in the 4th grade box. 

* do all the skills from Unit 1. 

* identify meals of the day. 

* express what we like to eat for 

breakfast, lunch, dinner, & snacks. 

*express when we normally eat each meal. 
(Please keep in mind that some classes are ahead of 

others and my not have had all these lessons yet.) 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with any 

questions or concerns!  Please also check Twitter often to 

see all the fun things we do in Spanish class!  I thank you 

for all your support & involvement in your child’s education! 
 

ALL CLASS NOTES are glued into students’ cuadernos (notebooks) at the end of class.  These do not ever 

come home, so please go on BCPS One in Schoology in the link for Spanish class to find all class 

notes in a marked folder.  I add these to the folder on Schoology weekly. 

There are a lot of ways you can help your child at home to prepare your child to be as successful as 

possible throughout the year and even into next year. 

* Ask each week what they learned in class & look on Schoology.  Ask him/her to teach you the skill! 

* Get some Spanish books out of the library and look for words they know and/or recognize. 

* Remind your child to ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE in class at all times.  (This includes repeating the  

         words/phrases, acting out the vocabulary, staying focused, and following directions.) 

 
** Students have been trained on how to access and complete the VLM’s.  Epic Books is only 

available for free until 4pm, but students can access other parts of the VLM’s.   

We started Unit 2 in both grades.  In the boxes below is what we’ve learned so far. 

We have started Mission 2.  They will be due at the end of the unit after we have taken the Unit 2 Quiz. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S REPORT CARD ENVELOPE FOR THE MID-YEAR SPANISH 

PROGRESS REPORT CARD!!!  It will be on a separate piece of paper (front & back). 

 

mailto:ichupnick@bcps.org
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INCLEMENT WEATHER 
We ask that you listen to media sources for information during emergencies.  During even small 
events like snow, callers often jam the phone lines seeking information that is readily available on the 
radio and television.  Lyons Mill is a Baltimore County school, so when Baltimore County Schools are 
delayed, closed, or dismissing early, Lyons Mill is as well.  Please remember the school system’s 
website (www.bcps.org), the BCPS information line (443) 809-5555 and Comcast Cable Channel 73 are 
excellent sources of information. 
 
 

What time will school start? Simply add the number of hours to the official start of school which is 
8:30 a.m.  If we are two hours late, school will begin at 10:30 a.m. and if we are one hour late school 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
What time will the bus come? Simply add the number of hours we are late to the time the bus 
normally comes.  If we are two hours late and your child’s bus comes at 8:20 a.m. then the bus will 
come at approximately 10:20 a.m. 
I see the weather is getting bad outside.  Are schools going to close? 
We do not make that decision here at the school. There are several factors involved.  Transportation 
has to be arranged and every effort has to be made to serve lunch.  If a decision to close has been 
made, this information is communicated via local radio and television stations.   
How does BCPS decide whether to close or delay the opening of schools for inclement weather? 
Keeping children and staff safe is the main factor in any decision to close or delay the opening of 
schools. Information about the weather is gathered and considered from many sources before a 
decision is made: 

• BCPS receives hourly updates from weather information sources about current local weather 
conditions and forecasted conditions.  

• As early as 2:30 a.m. on a school day, a team of school transportation personnel patrols county 
roads, bus stops, and known problem areas and reports on road conditions. In addition, 
reports are collected and considered from the Maryland State Police and Baltimore County 
highways department.  

• School personnel consider the safety of walking routes, sidewalks, school driveways, bus loops, 
and school parking lots.  

• BCPS confers with county transportation officials as well as neighboring school systems to 
confirm weather reports, track the progress of a storm, and determine the condition of streets 
and sidewalks.  

Delayed Openings & Early Dismissal 
All busses will run during delayed openings and early dismissals. Arrive at your bus stop the appropriate 
number of hours. 

One Hour Delay 
Students may enter the building at 9:30 a.m.  Instruction will 
begin at 9:45 a.m. Breakfast is served. 

Two Hour Delay 
Students may enter the building at 10:30 a.m. Instruction will 
begin at 10:45 a.m. No breakfast is served. 

One Hour Early Dismissal 
We will begin dismissal at 2:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Breakfast & Lunch 
is served. 

Two Hour Early Dismissal 
We will begin dismissal at 1:15 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Breakfast & Lunch 
is served. 

Three Hour Early Dismissal 
We will begin dismissal at 12:15 p.m.-12:30 p.m. Breakfast & 
Lunch is served. 

Please check the following for weather related closings and delays: 
Please listen or watch the media for any updates. Information about school operations are announced publicly.  

• Download the free BCPS Now app on your mobile phone 

• BCPS Web Home Page www.bcps.org and links to page displaying emergency announcements 

• BCPS TV, Comcast Cable Channel 73 & Verizon Fios Channel 34 

• BCPS Telephone Information 443-809-5555 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
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HotSpots 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One School One Book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Safford is preparing 
four students to sing in 
the All-County Chorus 
Concert at Perry Hall High 
School on May 2nd. They 
will learn songs in a variety 
of styles and languages to 
sing in a multi-part 
ensemble with students 
from other schools in 
Baltimore County.  
This concert will be 
broadcast on BCPS TV, so 
everyone can see the hard 
work these students put 
in.  
 
The Musical Theater Club is 
working on Disney’s The 
AristoCats Kids. The cast 
has learned their first 
musical number and will 
begin blocking the show on 
stage in February.  
 
Students will also learn the 
basics of stage makeup. 
Throughout February, the 
cast will be working on 
memorizing all their lines, 
so if you see them with 
some down time, ask our 
actors and actresses if 
you can run lines with 
them. 

CLUBS 
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Stakeholder Survey 
 


